President’s Pen — Dixie Blake

Exciting events and activities continue as we
move into the summer months and our members never
lose their energy and spirit as global citizens! As Presi-
dent, | really appreciate the commitment and service of
our Sister Cities Association members and all that we
do in Volusia and abroad.

The French dinner held at Cafe 101 on April 28
was a tremendous success. Chef Pan and his stu-
dents at Daytona State College School of Hospitality
and Culinary Management prepared and served a deli-
cious French meal. Our scholarship fund benefited
greatly and so did all who attended! We hope to do it
again!

We are very pleased to have presented a
scholarship to T. Dewitt Taylor High School graduate,
Rocio Gomez on May 12. Rocio will attend Daytona
State College in the fall.

The Take Stock in Children induction of new
students was inspirational and sends a great message
to our community as students are given extra assis-
tance to succeed. Our Sister Cities Association contin-
ues to support this program for Volusia County stu-
dents.

Planning and brainstorming meetings were
held in May with Peabody Auditorium, the Museum of
Arts and Sciences and the Gateway Center for the Arts
in DeBary. August 1 is the Opening Reception at the
Gateway Center for the Arts for our photo exhibit. Our
photographic collection was also shown at the Global
Educational Institute, Daytona Beach, in April, May and
June. Plans are underway with the Museum of Arts
and Sciences for a February 26, 2011 event to cele-
brate France. This will be a terrific opportunity for us to
coordinate with the Museum and share information
about Bayonne, France as well as the music, culture
and art of the country of France.

As our group reaches the final planning stages
of our visit to our sister city of Bayonne, France in July,
we are excited that we will be able to visit many areas
of France and bring back lots of photos to share! Make
the most of your summer days, fill your calendar with
Sister City dates and join us at events in our commu-
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Opening Reception
Sunday August 1 2-4 pm
Guitar by Bob McCormack

Tuesday August 10
Party of Note for the Symphony Guild

Friday, August 27 2-4pm
Gallery Walk and Poetry with Dixie Blake
Saturday August 28, 10 am Poetry Slam -all Invited
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Guidance Counselor Sue Hoffstrand,
and the recipient of a recent Sister Cities schol-
arship, Rocio Gomez, shown at Pierson’s Taylor
High this spring.
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